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the most dangerous consequences of the Eevolution that
the people were bent on the direct exercise of sovereignty,
that they looked upon their representatives as servants,
whom they would follow so long as they gave satis-
faction, but whom, if they attempted to turn back, they
would contemptuously abandon. Yet the Assembly,
although a useless ally, might prove a dangerous enemy.
It must therefore be attacked in every way; nothing
tending to ruin it in the eyes of the nation must be left
undone. It must be tempted to persevere in every
mistake. It must be lured by insidious suggestions to
pass every measure likely to increase anarchy and
suffering, and thus to alienate the provinces. p It must
even be encouraged gradually to usurp the direction of
every department of State, so that undertaking to do all
it might be held responsible for all. It would then be
easy for the ministers to throw the blame of whatever
was amiss upon the legislature, and to prepare the way
for a violent reaction at the next elections.

The popularity of the king mast be cultivated as
assiduously as that of the Assembly is to be attacked.
Lewis XVI must exert himself in various ways, indicated
by the writer, to obtain the affection and confidence of
the people. The queen must convince the populace
that she is neither their enemy nor the friend of the
reactionists.

Mirabeau then pointed out that the private opinions
of the members of those bodies into whose hands the
management of public affairs had fallen, were far less
extreme than their actions. Few even among the Parisian
municipality were democrats at heart: it was through
fear of the "mob that they voted against their convictions.